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"The blue field is for
the Alaska sky and
the forget-me-not,
an Alaskan flower.
The North Star is

for the future state
of Alaska, the most

northerly in the
union. The Dipper

is for the
Great Bear –

symbolizing
strength."
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Eight Stars of Gold
The Story of Alaska's Flag

Benny Benson, an
Alaska Native seventh
grader from the Jesse
Lee Mission Home in

Seward, won the Alaska
Flag Contest in 1927.

His simple but elegant
design was selected from

142 entries. Benny’s
life changed forever, as

he became a famous
Alaskan within the state
and across the country.
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Big Dipper
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Eight Stars of Gold
The Story of Alaska’s Flag
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Connect the dots to see the Great Bear



Researcher, India

Spartz, who grew up

in Juneau and now

works in Fairbanks,

became very

interested in telling

the story of how

Alaska got its distinc-

tive flag. She wanted

to commemorate the

75th anniversary of

the flag and celebrate

the creativity and the

patriotic commitment

of Alaska's people over

the years. The result

of her work is the

Alaska State Museum

exhibit and catalog,

Eight Stars of Gold:

The Story of Alaska’s
Flag. You can see an

interview with India

Spartz at the

museum’s website:
www.museums.state.ak.us

Meet the
Author

India Spartz

Alaska Flag Arithmetic Trivia
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����	�1927 = The AFCY.��
�����	�1927 = The Alaska Flag Contest Year.
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Bubble Puzzle
What flies more around Alaska’s capital than the Alaska Flag?
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Flag Etiquette

Alaska's Flag
Do you know the words to
the song, Alaska’s Flag?

1st Verse of Alaska’s Flag
Written by Marie Drake, Composed by Elinor Dusenbury
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Did you know that a
second verse was written?

2nd Verse of Alaska’s Flag
Words by Carol Beery Davis
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Alaska – the 49th State
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Students at Kwethluk School in Lower Kuskokwim School Distict

How was
the flag
redesigned?
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What is the state motto?
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Stargazer Scope

Five-Pointed Star
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The galaxy is said to be the track made by Raven’s snowshoes when he walked
across the sky during one of his journeys while creating the inhabitants of the earth.

���� The Eskimo About Bering Strait ���������������������
����	�
���������������
���  ��������!����
��
��"��
��
	��������


